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ECi Acquires

Business intelligence 
service helps distributors 
analyze end consumers’ 
buying patterns to identify 
the best opportunities to 
increase sales and margin.

Acsellerate’s suite of Web-based 
analytics, advanced reporting and 
integrated customer relationship 
management (CRM) applications 
provides interactive information that 
empowers you to easily understand 
the effectiveness of your customer 
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relationships and turn that insight 
into bottom-line results. 

Acsellerate interfaces with both 
Next Generation and Legacy 
software products. Learn more now: 
http://www.ecisolutions.com/
products/addons/acsellerate.htm

Christmas: Thursday & Friday, December 23 & 24
New Year’s Eve: Friday, December 31

ECi Advantage 2010 Holiday Schedule 

Payroll Tax Changes For 2011  
Payroll tax changes often sneak up 
on us as the New Year approaches.  
Since payroll state and local taxes 
are hard coded in the software, 
Advantage must make these changes 
for you. Your state and local areas 
do not notify us when tax codes are 
modified, so please inform us of any 
changes in state or local tax.  States 
often do not send notification for tax 
changes until after the New Year.  

When sending us this type of 
information, please make sure it is an 

official document from the state, city 
or county.  Fax it to 903-636-5434, 
Attention: Programming.  Remember, 
this does not apply to federal changes.  
These may be changed by the 
customer In Payroll -> Administrative 
menu, Payroll Header Configuration.  

Versyss customers have the ability 
to change federal, state and local 
tax tables without programming 
modifications.   Versyss uses the 
Annual table from the 2011 Circular E 
document from the Internal Revenue 

Service, to create the FEDM (federal 
married) and FEDS (federal single) 
tables.  The first line of this table is 
the federal dependent allowance and 
FICA limit.  The MEDCAR table has the 
Medicare rate and limit, if any. Versyss 
does not receive any state or local 
notification when tax codes change, 
so it is up to you, the customer, to 
let us know.  Versyss customers may 
fax an official document from the 
state, city or county to 903-363-5434, 
Attention: Jill Allen.
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End of Year Preparation

A little advance preparation will save 
time in the long run when it comes to 
the end-of-year process. These tips 
will save plenty of time at the end of 
the year:

• Consider the last payroll pay period 
for the year. Checks dated for the 
first or second day of the New Year 
do not accumulate on the current 
year’s W2 totals. To be safe, date 
the last payroll check of the year 

for December 31. Next Generation 
users do not have this limitation.

• Complete all end-of-day activity.

• Complete all A/R bad debt write-
off activity prior to December 31.  
Forgetting this step means double 
work. The corrections have to be 
done in both end of year and live 
datasets. 

• Review the Point-of-Sale and 

Purchasing Open Order reports 
and clean up obsolete orders.

• Schedule and perform a system 
shutdown.

• Auto EOM Dates: If the end of year falls 
on a day of the week that the store is 
closed, adjust the auto EOM dates to 
fall on the last EOD for the year.  

• Check for unposted G/L batches.  
An unposted batch will stop the 
General Ledger close.

Payroll Taxable Benefit Deductions
Legacy software users that need to 
report vehicle allowance or employer 
paid insurance on W2 forms may 
set up a payroll deduction using 
type B for Taxable Benefit.  From the 
Payroll menu, select Maintenance 
and Standard deductions. A new 
deduction type has been added to 
the payroll deductions. The new 
type is “B” for taxable benefit. The 
taxable benefit will add to the gross 
pay for the taxes that it is subject to, 
by setting the correct taxable flags.  

Since the deduction is subtracted 
from the net pay, the net effect is to 
decrease net pay by the amount of 
the tax on the benefit. The pay portion 
will be displayed and reported as 
“Other Pay 3.”  

Let’s say the Vehicle Allowance to be 
reported is $500, which is added to 
the gross pay, and appears as Other 
Pay 3. $50 tax is calculated (example 
only). Next, $500 is subtracted from 

the net pay. The $50 tax is also 
subtracted from the net pay.

Uses for this new deduction type 
are S-Corp health insurance paid for 
owners, autos given to employees to 
drive that can be taxed as a benefit, 
etc. If the taxable benefit is to be 
reported on the W2 form, put the 
correct number on the W2 box option 
in the deduction and be sure to place 
the box code in the W2 box code field.
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Current Software 
Version

LEGACY users running payroll 
should be on the current version 
prior to the 2010 year end.  
Software updates are available 
at no charge.  Please contact 
Support at 800-452-2502 option 1 
for assistance with the update.

Legacy: Version 0909.017

Next Gen: Version 1.4.15

2011 Trade Show Schedule
Allied Building Stores 1/21/2011 Arlington, TX

Do It Best Winter 1/22 - 1/24/2011 Summerlin, NV

LBM Expo NRLA 2/2 - 2/4/2011 Mashantucket, CT

Handy Hardware 2/3 - 2/5/2011 Houston, TX

Purina Spring 2011 Retail 2/7 - 2/9/2011 San Antonio, TX

House Hasson 2/11- 2/12/2011 Knoxville, TN

Orgill Spring Dealer Market 2/24 - 2/26/2011 Orlando, FL

LMC Spring 2011 3/2 - 3/4/2011 Orlando, FL

Mountain States  3/11 - 3/12/2011 Denver, CO

Blish Mize Spring Market 3/18 - 3/19/2011 Overland Park, KS

ENAP 3/24 - 3/25/2011 Orlando, FL



Winter 2010

Welcome New Customer
Please welcome Sladek Do It Best 
Hardware of Independence, Missouri, 
to the ECi Advantage team. Don 
and Linda Sladek has owned and 
operated the store for the past 45 
years.  They recently converted to the 
Next Generation Advantage system 
after being on the Legacy system for 
three years.  The ECi Advantage Staff 
would like to thank Don and Linda for 
their wonderful hospitality during the 
installation process.

INTRODUCING

ECi Acsellerate®  

An easy-to-use sales intelligence and reporting tool is now 
available for the lumber & building materials market.

Start turning your sales data into profit opportunities! 
Sign up for a FREE webinar by calling or going to the link below.
Go to: https://student.gototraining.com/5z8v1/catalog/109156879
or call: 800-452-2502 Option 3
800-452-2502 Option 3 • www.ECiSolutions.com • ECinfo@ECiSolutions.

Member of
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• Easily create reports that benchmark customers and 
sales reps against each other

• Improve margin with item and contract analysis
• Recognize cross-selling and upselling opportunities
• Track sales rep performance to goals
• And much more

Hurry! Webinars limited to 
15 attendees per session!

FREE Acsellerate 
Webinars

Date Time

December 7  12 PM EST

December 9  12 PM EST

Webinar length: 60 minutes
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Many companies have requested an 
End-of-Year check list to guide them 
through this process.  Now that the 
year-end prep work is completed, 
you’re in position for a smooth closing. 
Here’s how to make it happen:

1. Attend Physical Inventory training 
and complete practice batches 
in the play area. We recognize 
that inventory management is 
a vital part of your business. 
However, physical inventory activity 
is not a surprise. Be sure to plan 
accordingly.  At the end of the 
month or year, and the first day of 
the new month, training cannot be 
provided.  Questions will always 
be answered.  Callers requesting 
Physical Inventory training during 
this time period will be registered 
for the next available class.

2. Make sure General Ledger is 
in balance, and there are no 
unposted batches in General 
Ledger BEFORE the last day of 
the month/year. This is especially 
helpful for those running auto-
EOM/EOY, as this will ensure the 
general ledger closes properly 
and the calendar EOY area is 
created as expected.

3. Run End-Of-Day as usual. Make 
sure to get the EOD backup. 
We also recommend making a 
second copy of the EOD/EOY 
backup! If you are using CDs, 
place a new blank CD in the drive, 
go to the main console and log in 
as root.  When the cursor is at a 
#, type the command: cdreburnd 
and hit [Enter].  If you are using 
DVDs for the daily backup, type 
the command dvdreburnd and hit 
[Enter].

Advantage End-of-Year Steps
WARNING TO ALL USERS:
DO NOT RUN BOTH 
END-OF-MONTH AND 
END-OF-YEAR         

4. Run End-Of-Year ONLY.  This option 
performs BOTH End-of-Month and 
End-of-Year at the same time! With 
the exception of the first question 
that asks the user to select either 
a regular End-of-Month or an F for 
Fiscal or C for Calendar, the other 
questions will be answered just as 
they are for End-of-Month.

ONE exception: Depending on 
the version of software, when you 
execute the EOM, there MAY be a 
field like the following:

Update inventory LIFO: N – IF 
your inventory header flag is ON, 
to use the LIFO/FIFO you MUST 
change this field manually.  Not sure 
if your company uses LIFO/FIFO?  
Go to Inventory>>Administration>
>Inventory Header Configuration.  
Hit F8 Search and enter LIFO.  If 
the prompt USE CUSTOM LIFO 
PROCEDURE Y/N is set to N, this 
option is turned OFF and N is 
the correct answer to the update 
inventory LIFO question.

Future releases will be automated, 
so it won’t be necessary to check 
or change.

5. AUTO END-OF-MONTH USERS: 
Based on the dates in the EOM 
HEADER record, Auto EOY runs 
automatically if the dates are set 
correctly. Remember, auto End-
of-Month is triggered by auto 
End-of-Day. No end-of-day, 
no end-of-month/year.  If your 
store is closed on Sundays, 
CHANGE THE DATES in the 
End-of-Month Header!  

MANUAL END OF MONTH 
USERS:   When running 
manual EOM/EOY, go to EOM 
Administration, EOM header and 
check the last screen.  If all options 
are F, select F.  If there is a mixture of 
Cs and Fs, use C.

When executing End-of-Month 
manual EOM/EOY, change this 
prompt:

Run which EOM/EOY procedure [N, 
C, or F].....: read note above!! ! !

• If there are multiple locations with a 
common General Ledger, close G/L 
in the LAST location. For assurance, 
you have the option on the End-
of-Month Header on screen 6 of 
7 to close at either the Accounts 
Receivable or Inventory End-Of-
Month.  Press [F1] and review the 
notes to make sure you understand 
how to set it properly! If in doubt, 
contact a Software Technician.

• The End-Of-Year (EOY) process 
automatically purges history based 
on the History Archival screen in the 
EOM Header record.

• Remember, EOY does NOT create a 
new EOM dataset for December.  

• New EOY dataset is created 
using the year configured Current 
Fiscal Year field in G/L header 
configuration, screen 2.

• Run your regular history backup 
as usual.

6. Verify that General Ledger has 
closed. 

7. Enter G/L closing dates for the 
New Year. Go to G/L Admin menu, 
G/L Header Configuration, screen 
2 and enter the closing dates for all 
months.  Use the last date of the 
month.  If closing General Ledger 
manually, see step 12. 

 

Continued on p.5
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8. User Access to EOY dataset. 
The W2s, Accounts Receivable 
statements, 1099s, and the 
accountant adjustments are entered, 
and year-end financial statements 
printed from the EOY dataset.  If 
this is the FIRST End-of-Year on 
Advantage, users need permission 
to access the dataset.  From the 
User Administration menu, select 
Maintenance and User access to 
datasets.  Highlight the user and 
hit F7 to choose the appropriate 
dataset. 

DECEMBER STATEMENTS WILL 
NOT RUN UNTIL THE FOLLOWING 
STEPS ARE COMPLETED IN THE 
NEW EOY DATASET: 

9.  Turn off the EOM Flags. In the new 
EOY dataset, select End-of-Month/
Year.  Select the Administrative 
menu, EOM header configuration. 
Screen 1: If the first two questions 
are set to YES, change both 
answers to NO. [Insert] to save 
changes. If the first two questions 
on screen 1 are set to no, write 
down the error and contact support 
for assistance. Do not continue.

10. Add POS and Purchasing 
Locations in all EOY datasets. 
Step 10 is required for ALL 
companies using document 
imaging, and ANY company that 
will print inventory reports from 
the end of year dataset.

Statements, consolidated invoices 
and other reports won’t print 
without correctly building both the 
POS and Purchasing locations. 
This information is not brought 
forward by the year end process, 
and must be added into each 
end of year dataset.

a. In the Live system, go to POS, 
Maintenance Menu, and select 
Shipping Location Codes. 

Open the location. Hold the 
shift key and hit F1 to print the 
screen. Do this for all locations.  
If the shipping and purchasing 
locations are in common, do 
this once.

b. In the Live system, go to 
Purchasing, Maintenance Menu, 
and select Purchasing Location 
Codes. Open the location. Hold 
the shift key and hit F1 to print the 
screen. Do this for all locations.

c. In the Calendar Year End data 
set, go to POS, Maintenance 
Menu,  and Shipping Location 
Codes. The location list is empty.  
[Insert] to add a new location. 
Use the information printed in 
step 10a. At the data directory 
path, use F7 to select the 
calendar year-end dataset. 
Build all POS shipping locations.

d. In the Calendar Year End 
data set, go to Purchasing, 
Maintenance Menu, and 
Purchasing Location Codes.  
The location list is empty.  
[Insert] to add a new location. 
Use the information printed in 
step 10b. At the data directory 
path, use F7 to select the 
calendar year-end dataset. 
Build all POS shipping 
locations.

11. Accounts Payable After EOY 
completes, go to the A/P Header 
Configuration, screen 2.  At the 
option path to prior fiscal year 
end data, hit F7 to select and 
assign the correct dataset. Select 
the new EOY dataset.

12. Payroll Please review the Internal 
Revenue Service Publication 15, 
Circular E document to obtain 
the current dependent allowance, 
FICA and Medicare limits and 
other information. Use the annual 

tables to update the tax table in 
the Payroll Header Configuration. 
Contact the accountant or other 
tax professional to learn what will 
change for 2011. Contact your 
state and local governments to 
verify whether or not income tax 
rates are changing. Changes 
require a software update. Print 
the 2010 W2s from the EOY 
dataset.

13. Manual G/L Close If General 
Ledger does not close GL during 
the EOY process, do it manually. 
From General Ledger, select 
Postings and Close current fiscal 
month or year. The system will 
prompt to close December and 
then prompt to close for the year. 
Don’t forget to enter the New 
Year’s closing dates!

14. From the LIVE dataset, Update 
Beginning Balances to bring the 
accountant’s adjustments entered 
into the EOY dataset forward into 
the current year. This may be 
done as often as desired. In the 
live area, go to General Ledger, 
Administrative menu and select 
Update GL beginning balances 
from alt area. Press F7 to choose 
the END OF YEAR dataset. 
DOUBLE CHECK this selection! 
PLEASE look at it again to make 
sure you did not accidently select 
ANOTHER old prior End-of-yea 
dataset! BE SURE to run the report 
FIRST. Check the last page of the 
report to find G/L accounts that 
are in one dataset and not the 
other.  Add the new accounts, and 
reprint the report. Update ONLY 
after reviewing the report.  

15. Auto EOM Users: Companies 
using the CALENDAR with Auto 
EOM must change the dates 
from 2010 to 2011. Forgetting this 
step means EOM will not run 

Continued on p.6

Advantage End-of-Year Steps, continued
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automatically for January. Go to 
End-of-Month, Admin menu and 
select EOM Header Configuration. 
Check screen 2 and correct the 
dates. Adjust dates for months 
ending on Sunday in 2011.   
Please refer to the Auto EOM story 
in this issue for more information.

16. CHECK THE BACKUP SPACE   
Once a new fiscal or calendar 
End-of-Year dataset is created, 
the system automatically adds 
that dataset to the End-of-Day 
backup. PLEASE review the first 
End-of-Day backup after the 
End-of-Year to make sure the data 
fits on the End-of-Day backup. 

Check the space by logging in 
as root. At the # or $ sign, type in 
sysut.  Select >Tape and cdrom 
Menu>>Data backup options tape 
and cdrom>>Examine or restore 
data from cdrom. Please call 
software support to assist if there is 
a question.

Advantage End-of-Year Steps, continued

Sale Special $ 105.95 per Thousand

Custom 8¾ x 11½ statement envelopes. These 
are a full size envelope available to eliminate

folding when sending statements.  Please call 800 
452-2502 x 246 for more information or to place 
an order.

Statement And Invoice Custom Blank Stock Envelopes
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Next Generation Advantage Webinar Schedule 
All times are Central Standard Time (CST)

This schedule pertains to New 
Advantage software versions 
less than 2.0.0.0. Webinar sessions 
will be conducted via conference 
call and online meeting.  The 
conference call opens 15 minutes 
before the meeting start time. Each 
session lasts approximately two 
hours. The instructor is available 
to assist people in accessing the 
website so training begins on time.  
Feel free to ask questions at any 
time during the presentation.

Attendance is limited to 12 
companies per webinar. 
Registration is required by 
4 p.m. CST one day prior to 
class. Register for classes by 
calling 800-452-2502 and talking 
with the support operator.  Please 
reply to the email confirmation 
sent with class information.

 
JANUARY 2011     

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
  10   11   12   13   14 

  9:00 General Ledger I 9:00 General Ledger II 2:00 Accounts Payable I   
          

          
  17   18   19   20   21 

  2:00 Accounts Payable II 2:00 Cash Drawer 2:00  Payroll   
          
          

  24  25   26   27   28 
          
          

               
FEBRUARY 2011    

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
  7   8   9   10   11 

  9:00 Inventory I 9:00 Inventory II 2:00 Accounts Receivable I   
          

          
  14   15   16   17   18 

  2:00 Accounts Receivable Il 2:00 Point of Sale 1I 2:00  Point of Sale II   
          
          

  21  22   23  24    
  9:00 Purchasing 9:00 System Admin 9:00 User Admin   
          

           
MARCH 2011 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
  7   8   9   10   11 

  9:00 General Ledger I 9:00 General Ledger II 9:00 Accounts Payable I    
          

          
  14   15   16   17   18 

  2:00 Accounts Payable II 2:00 Accounts Receivable I 2:00  Accounts Receivable II    
          
          

  21  22   23   24  25 
  9:00 Point of Sale I 9:00 Point of Sale II 2:00  Purchasing    
          

          
 

DECEMBER
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

6 7 8 9 10
9:00 Inventory II 9:00 Accounts Receivable I 2:00 Accounts Receivable II

13 14 15 16 17
9:00 Point of Sale I 2:00 Point of Sale II 2:00 Purchasing

20 21 22 23 24
9:00 System Admin 9:00 User Admin
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Legacy Software Webinar Schedule 2011

Classes pertain to software versions 
0808.00 and higher. The current 
software version is 0909.017.
Webinar sessions are conducted via 
conference call and online meeting. 
Each session lasts about two hours. 
The conference call opens 15 minutes 
before the meeting start time. The 
instructor is available to assist people in 
accessing the website.  This helps each 
training session begin on time.  Feel 
free to ask questions at any time during 
the presentation.

Attendance is limited to 12 companies 
per webinar.  Registration is required 
by 4 pm CST one day prior to class. 
Register for classes by calling 800-
452-2502 and talking with the support 
operator.  Be sure to reply to the email 
invitation the operator sends to you, 
this serves as confirmation that your 
company will be attending the training.

Summer Webinars
All times are Central time zone (CST).  Please contact 800-452-2502 to register for classes.

DECEMBER Date Time Instructor

Inventory Counts December 7 2:00-4:00 Larence
Inventory Counts December 8 2:00-4:00 Larence
End of Year December 9 9:00-11:00 Jill
AML Training December 15 10:00-12:00 Al
Advanced POS December 16 10:00-12:00 Larence

JANUARY Date Time Instructor

AML Training January 13 10:00-12:00 Al
Payroll January 18 2:00-4:00 Jill
Document Imaging January 19 10:00-12:00 Larence
Accounts Payable January 20 10:00-12:00 Larence

FEBRUARY Date Time Instructor

Accounts Receivable February 8 2:00-4:00 Les 
Report Generator February 9 2:00-4:00 Larence
AML Training February 17 10:00-4:00 Al
Advanced POS February 23 2:00-4:00 Larence

MARCH Date Time Instructor

General Ledger March 8 2:00-4:00 Les
Inventory Counts March 9 2:00-4:00 Larence
Advanced POS March 15 10:00-12:00 Larence
AML Training March 16 10:00-12:00 Al


